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Mission: To provide, teach,
discover, promote and inspire
patient-ﬁrst, cost-eﬀective eye care.
Vision: To establish an
environment for patient
care, education, research and
community service that inspires
teamwork, innovation and
collaboration; and create a
workplace that values the
caregivers and their teams.

Dear Friends and Alumni,
The past year has seen a number of milestones, of which we at
the Jones Eye Institute (JEI) are quite proud. In June, we dedicated
the Leland and Betty Tollett Retinal and Ocular Genetics Center.
Located on the eighth ﬂoor of JEI, this state-of-the-art clinical facility
is dedicated to the investigation and treatment of genetic/genomic
and vitreoretinal diseases. The new genetics center will represent
a collaborative eﬀort involving the genetics division under Dr. G.
Bradley Schaefer, and the vitreoretinal service under the direction of
Dr. Sami Uwaydat. We are grateful for the generosity of the Tolletts
for making this center possible, and to Mrs. Pat Walker and her
foundation for their support of this important project.
Academically, it has been an excellent year. Dr. Richard Harper
was selected from a ﬁeld of all ophthalmology residency program
directors, 160 programs nationwide, to receive the Straatsma Award,
the ultimate recognition for an ophthalmic educator. This highly
prestigious award, underwritten by the Association of University
Professors in Ophthalmology and the American Academy of
Christopher T. Westfall, M.D., FACS
Ophthalmology, brings great credit to Dr. Harper and his
Pat Walker Professor and Chair
residency program.
Department of Ophthalmology
Dr. Inci Dersu’s incorporation of ophthalmologic studies
Director, Harvey & Bernice Jones Eye Institute
into the curriculum for UAMS medical students has been highly
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences
successful and widely acclaimed by our students receiving their ﬁrst
exposure to clinical ophthalmology.
On the research front, Dr. Nalini Bora and her team were recognized at the national meeting of the Association for
Research in Vision and Ophthalmology for their research in macular degeneration. This signiﬁcant recognition is particularly
noteworthy as we deal with signiﬁcant cuts in funding from the National Eye Institute and National Institutes of Health. We
owe special thanks to the many donors who allow us to continue our research eﬀorts during a time when funding is a real
challenge to medical research.
This year we saw the retirement of Dr. Michael Brown whose 26 years of commitment to the University and to the
Arkansas Lions Eye Bank & Laboratory was recognized at our Annual Resident and Alumni Day. Laboratory space at the eye
bank facility located at JEI was named the Michael F. Brown Laboratory in recognition of his 25 years as medical director.
Further, a speakers forum in Dr. Brown’s honor was established for his commitment to resident and medical education.
Our commitment to clinical ophthalmology service to the state of Arkansas continues to grow. We are pleased to
announce the addition of three new faculty members: Dr. Camille DiMiceli from Chicago Children’s Memorial HospitalNorthwestern University, Chicago; Dr. David Warner, who returns from the University of Florida in Gainesville; and Dr.
John Pemberton from the Massachusetts Eye and Ear Inﬁrmary and Harvard Medical School. We welcome our new faculty
members and look forward to future successes.
It has been a very good year for all of us at the Jones Eye Institute. With your support, we look forward to continued
success as we pursue excellence in research, education and patient care.
Sincerely,

Christopher T. Westfall, M.D., FACS

THE FUTURE IS

NOW

By Nate Hinkel

TOLLETT RETINAL AND OCULAR GENETICS CENTER
MOVES TOWARD PERSONALIZED HEALTH CARE

Vision. Foresight. Both words describe two key traits
necessary to ensure future success and innovation.
Those words are as ﬁtting as they are relative when
referencing the UAMS Harvey & Bernice Jones Eye Institute,
as they are being enacted like never before with the recent
unveiling of the Leland and Betty Tollett Retinal and Ocular
Genetics Center.
“You hear about vision and foresight all the time,” said
Christopher Westfall, M.D., chairman of the Department
of Ophthalmology in the College of Medicine and director
of JEI. “But by placing a direct emphasis and concentrated
eﬀort on ophthalmological genetics as we have done with the
creation of this center, we have positioned ourselves to be on
the cutting edge of eye care as we move into the future.”
Medical experts agree that the future of medicine is
personalized health care, where electronic medical records
zero in on the genetic and molecular make-up of patients
to manipulate, predict, treat and ultimately prevent diseases
before they become a threat. With the realization that a
thorough comprehension of a patient’s genetic make-up is
the ﬁrst stage of personalized health care, the creation of its
genetics center has made JEI a regional leader in the push
toward reaching that ultimate goal.
“Researchers are now ﬁnding and understanding the
molecular basis of a number of diseases across the board,” said
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John P. Shock, M.D., distinguished professor and founding
director of the Jones Eye Institute. “We have learned that
most eye conditions have a genetic component, including
macular degeneration, glaucoma and childhood blindness.
As the genetics program at JEI starts, we will become the
only center in the region to give genetic-related
ophthalmological care.”

Getting Personal
Though the Tollett Ocular Genetics Center was unveiled
in June, the leaders and faculty at JEI have been moving
toward its goals for more than three years, only without the
aid of a designated facility and specialized equipment.
With the creation of the Division of Genetics in the
UAMS College of Medicine in 2008, led by G. Bradley
Schaefer, M.D., UAMS as a whole has positioned itself as
the statewide leader and hub for genetics and personalized
medicine. Its genetics clinic provides access to medical
geneticists and genetic testing for conditions other than what
are considered traditional genetic syndromes. For example,
conducting tests that show how an individual metabolizes
medications can eventually be used to personalize medication
types and dosages. Schaefer will work closely with the new
genetics center at JEI and help provide leadership.

“The role genetics plays in ophthalmological prevention
and care is well established and we’re learning more about
that relationship all the time,” Schaefer said. “We have already
established several goals toward getting this genetics clinic
rolling and have identiﬁed ways we can start putting it to use
for Arkansans. The future of eye care at JEI will forever be
changed with this genetics component.”

Branching Out

prevalence and gene types,” Uwaydat said.
Once patients have been tested and a speciﬁc gene has
been identiﬁed, they want to know if the defect can be
prevented in their children. Geneticists and genetic counselors
can advise patients on treatment options and what to expect
over time. Already, geneticists are capable of testing unborn
babies for speciﬁc genes and advising families if serious
genetic diseases are present.

Overseen by Sami H. Uwaydat, M.D., medical director
Trying On Genes
of the genetics clinic and director of the Retina Service at
Overseeing the basic research component of the center
JEI, the clinic’s ﬁrst goal is to begin collecting genetic data on
is Nalini Bora, Ph.D., professor and director of research in
patients in Arkansas. Starting with common conditions, such
the Pat and Willard Walker Eye Research Center, whose team
as retinitis pigmentosa (RP), age-related macular degeneration
has steadfastly been looking into
(AMD) and other retinal
cures for diseases such as AMD,
disorders, scientists will try to
THE FUTURE OF EYE
uveitis and glaucoma, among
determine their prevalence and
CARE AT JEI WILL
other disorders that have
their genetic relationship within
genetic origins.
FOREVER BE CHANGED.
families.
“Our laboratory has
JEI has chosen RP
identiﬁed some of the proteins
and AMD because they
that are responsible for these conditions,” Bora said.
are the prototypical inherited diseases with which every
The Leland and Betty Tollett Ocular Genetics Center at
ophthalmologist is familiar. The genetics center will send out
JEI is actively recruiting a full-time basic genetic researcher to
informational cards to eye clinics across the state in hopes
supplement the team in the Walker Eye Research Center.
of having them refer their RP and AMD patients to JEI for
“The future of personalized ophthalmological care
genetic testing.
is here,” Shock said. “This genetics center is the key to
“We will do an eye exam and get their family information
unlocking many of the medical mysteries we’ve been faced
by examining their children and siblings, and eventually do
with for the good of future generations of Arkansans.”
an entire family tree to ﬁgure out the prevalence of RP and
AMD in their family,” Uwaydat said.
One of the many unique capabilities the genetics
center now has is a new machine that allows for an
electroretinogram, or ERG testing. It’s similar to an
electrocardiogram, or EKG, traditionally used for the heart,
Uwaydat said. The machine measures electrical activity of
the retina, which gives doctors information concerning the
extent of the deterioration of the rods and cones that are most
aﬀected by retinitis pigmentosa.
After data is collected and a family tree established, the
genetics center can help patients determine which gene has
caused the disease. While in the future JEI will eventually be
able to do the testing, those samples will now be sent to the
National Institutes of Health’s National Eye Institute, which
oﬀers most testing for free.
“There are other regional genetics centers around the
country that are also working toward these goals to help
establish a comprehensive national database on disease

“

“
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JEI’s ERG Machine Unique
to Arkansas
One of the many state-of-the-art equipment additions
in the Leland and Betty Tollett Retinal and Ocular
Genetics Center includes one of the few machines in
Arkansas and the region capable of performing the most
advanced electroretinogram (ERG) testing available.
ERG testing is the primary diagnostic tool for a
variety of retinal dystrophies and degenerations (including
retinitis pigmentosa and cone dystrophies), as well as
inﬂammatory, vascular and toxic disorders. Similar to an
electrocardiogram, or EKG, traditionally used for testing
the heart, the ERG machine is useful in evaluating both
inherited and acquired disorders of the retina. An ERG
can also be useful in determining if retinal surgery or
other types of ocular surgery are needed.
“The ERG measures the electrical activity of the
retina,” said Sami Uwaydat, M.D., medical director of the
genetics clinic and director of the Retina Service at JEI.
“It determines if the retinal elements have an adequate
response to a given stimulus. The machine that we have
also has the capability of determining whether the areas in
the brain responsible for vision are receiving an electrical
signal from the retina.”
During an ERG test, the rods and cones of the retina
produce miniscule amounts of electricity in response to
quick ﬂashes of light. By measuring exactly how much
light enters the eye and how much electricity comes out,
doctors can determine just how eﬃciently rods and cones
are functioning.

Amanda Hilborn, R.N., tests the electrical activity of the
retina of this patient using the new multifocal ERG machine.
Jones Eye Institute is the only facility in the state to have this
type of equipment.
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TwiceasNice
By Nate Hinkel

JEI Celebrates Unveiling of the Leland
and Betty Tollett Retinal and Ocular
Genetics Center and Gifts
The Harvey & Bernice Jones Eye Institute had a
momentous day June 17 as its cutting-edge genetics center
was unveiled, along with the announcement of an additional
$1 million in support.
“It’s a great day for eye care in Arkansas and beyond,”
said Christopher Westfall, M.D., chairman of the
Department of Ophthalmology in the College of Medicine
and director of JEI. “A new chapter has now opened at JEI,
and we’re so very thankful to those who made it happen.”
The Leland and Betty Tollett Retinal and Ocular
Genetics Center, occupying the previously unﬁnished eighth
ﬂoor of the Jones Eye Institute, is the result of $3 million
given in 2010 by the Tollett family. The Center is the only
one of its kind in the region, and puts the Institute on the
leading edge nationally for merging medical genetics into
ophthalmologic care.
An additional $1 million gift from the Willard and
Pat Walker Charitable Foundation was also announced at
the unveiling and will go toward JEI’s goal of raising $17
million to fund the center.
Speaking to a large group of faculty, supporters
and media packed into the new Center’s lobby, Tollett
emphasized his family’s vision to deliver top-notch eye
care to Arkansans who previously may have had to leave
the region to receive it. He said there are means available
to almost anyone who wants an education, but the same
opportunity is not available for those seeking quality
specialized health care services.
“Being able to oﬀer these state-of-the-art services to
those who need them is the primary reason we chose to give
to the UAMS Jones Eye Institute,” he said.
Westfall conﬁrmed that the possibilities for the Center
will have a major impact.
“It will be another component on the UAMS campus
that will act as a magnet for patients and families,” Westfall
said. “The Center will go a long way in helping to make the
Jones Eye Institute a premiere comprehensive eye center for
genetics research and treatment.”

UAMS Chancellor Dan Rahn, M.D., credited the
Nalini Bora, Ph.D., professor and director of research
in the Pat and Willard Walker Eye Research Center, will
Jones Eye Institute leadership and the generosity of the
oversee the basic research component of the Center. The
Tollett family.
genetics-related research already being done at JEI will expand
“Because of the vision of the Tollett family and the
with the Center’s opening, including the addition of new
innovative leadership at the Jones Eye Institute, this Center
equipment and staﬀ. The research goal, Bora said, will be to
will add another component to UAMS that people across
ﬁnd a cure for ocular diseases such as age-related macular
the region can look to for specialty care they might not ﬁnd
degeneration and glaucoma.
anywhere else,” Rahn said.
The clinical component overseen by Sami H. Uwaydat,
John P. Shock, M.D., distinguished professor and
M.D., director of the Retina Service and medical director of
founding director of the Jones Eye Institute, thanked both the
the new Center, will establish
Tollett and Walker families for
a database of genetic proﬁles
their support of JEI.
of patients. That eﬀort will be
A NEW CHAPTER HAS
“Pat Walker and the Walker
helped by G. Bradley Schaefer,
NOW OPENED AT JEI,
Foundation have shown their
M.D., director of the UAMS
AND WE’RE SO VERY
love and compassion for the
Division of Genetics, who
people of our state through their
will work closely with the
THANKFUL TO THOSE
new Center.
support of the Eye Institute,
WHO MADE IT HAPPEN.
The Center also will oﬀer
UAMS and many other
treatment,
genetic counseling
organizations and causes,” said
and vision rehabilitation services.
Shock. “The Tollett family has also done that in a big way,
Schaefer said the importance of integrating the genetics
and their choice to support us with the creation of this Center
components into the Jones Eye Institute can’t be overstated.
will forever be a reminder of that. We are humbled by the
“Genetics has been heralded as the next frontier in
generosity of both of these families and everyone else who
medical care and preventive health care,” he said. “The
chooses to continue supporting JEI and its mission.”
opening of this Center is a step into the future of health care
The genetics center is comprised of research and
in Arkansas and the region. It’s a very exciting time to be a
patient clinics.
part of medicine.”

“

“

Leland and Betty Tollett stand alongside John Shock, M.D., at the Center’s June 17 unveiling. A display wall featuring the Tolletts
and other donors (background) was also unveiled.
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Miles and Carrie Eggart, Pat Walker and Cheryl Rogers

Byron Eiseman, Walter and Sarah Nunnelly, and Christopher
Westfall, M.D.

Chancellor Dan Rahn with Betty and Leland Tollett

Unveiling event guests and UAMS leadership

Language of Sight Society Aims for $17 Million
As the ceremony held in celebration of the Leland and
Betty Tollett Retinal and Ocular Genetics Center came to a
close, a white curtain dropped unveiling one ﬁnishing detail
of the newly renovated eighth ﬂoor.
Visitors entering the lobby are greeted by a striking
plaque that covers an entire wall of the patient waiting area.
It’s not only intended to honor Leland and Betty Tollett and
the creation of their Ocular Genetics Center, but also to
celebrate past and future donors to continue the legacy.
“Thanks to the generous gifts of Leland and Betty Tollett
and the Willard & Pat Walker Charitable Foundation, the
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Jones Eye Institute is moving into a new frontier with the
opening of the Tollett Ocular Genetics Center,” said John P.
Shock, M.D., distinguished professor and founding director
of JEI. “It’s our mission to continue to grow this Center and
continue raising funds to keep us on the cutting edge of
ophthalmological care.”
Shock aims to do that with the creation of the Language
of Sight Society, which is an honorary group of donors
that has supported JEI. A $500 gift or more qualiﬁes for
membership and the donor’s name included in the JEI annual
report. Language of Sight Society members are honored on

Lee Ronnel talks with Pat Walker after the ceremony. A $1 million
gift from the Pat Walker Charitable Foundation was also announced.

the wall-sized plaque featuring the Tolletts after a gift of
and $1.5 million from the Martha Wood Bentley Estate.
$100,000 or more. The goal
“We want to ensure the success
of the Language of Sight
and momentum of this innovative
IT’S OUR MISSION TO
Society is to raise $17 million
ocular genetics center with new
CONTINUE RAISING FUNDS
in support of the Ocular
funding that will provide upkeep,
Genetics Center.
development, faculty and state-ofTO KEEP US ON THE
Shock said JEI has
the-art equipment,” Shock said.
CUTTING-EDGE OF
reached $5.5 million of the
“We’ve gotten tremendous support
OPHTHALMOLOGY
CARE.
$17 million goal, including $3
thus far and look forward to
million from the Tolletts, $1
cultivating those relationships and
million from the Willard & Pat Walker Charitable Foundation
new ones as we move toward this goal.”

“

“
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GRATEFUL PATIENTS
Eye Patient Sees UAMS
as Best Choice
When he was 3 years
old, Clyde Snider was shot
with a BB gun and lost all
vision in his right eye. Later,
while still a child, he began
having problems with the
vision in his left eye. And
so began a lifelong search
to ﬁnd the best eye care. At
age 8, Snider began wearing
Clyde Snider
glasses to address his myopia
(nearsightedness), and for
decades he also struggled with severe ﬂoaters in his left eye.
As an adult, Snider bumped his head and began having
additional ﬂashes and ﬂoaters. Because he had vision in only
one eye, surgery was ruled out.
“The ﬂoaters were very bothersome,” Snider said. “They
started creating more and more problems.”
Snider, who produces radio commercials, began having
diﬃculty using a computer to edit the audio because his eyes
often were unable to locate the cursor on the screen. After
focusing on one point for a period of time, the ﬂoaters would
clump together to block his vision, so he would have to look
away and then refocus. He lived with these ﬂoaters for more
than 20 years.
Snider discovered a doctor in Washington who treated
ﬂoaters using laser surgery, one of only three in the country
doing this procedure. The doctor treated about 60 percent of
the ﬂoaters; the other 40 percent could not be lasered because
many were too close to the retina. Snider’s vision improved
but then got worse. Since he was still in Washington, Snider
went back to the doctor. “He lasered me 600 times, which is
the most he had ever done to anyone,” he said.
Snider returned home to Little Rock with some
improvement, but then his condition worsened. The
deterioration of Snider’s vision interfered with his quality of
life, so he came to UAMS to see Sami Uwaydat, M.D., in
the Harvey & Bernice Jones Eye Institute. Uwaydat’s exam
conﬁrmed that treatment had broken up the ﬂoaters into
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small pieces, but they were beginning to come back together.
The exam also showed an area of thinning in the peripheral
retina and an epiretinal membrane growing on the macula.
Snider had surgery on June 23 to remove the ﬂoaters and
the epiretinal membrane, also known as a macular pucker,
and laser was applied around the areas of retinal thinning as a
preventive measure. After the surgery, Snider’s vision greatly
improved, allowing him to return to work and his regular
activities with conﬁdence.
“Dr. Sami [Uwaydat] really impressed me. He was ultra
attentive to me after the surgery, seeing me every day at
ﬁrst,” Snider said. “He saved me future problems with my
retina and did three procedures in one. I am thrilled with the
care I’ve had at the UAMS Jones Eye Institute. My vision is
improving, and I am seeing better all the time.”

Back on the Road to Clear Vision
Before treatment at the
UAMS Harvey & Bernice
Jones Eye Institute, Carolyn
Hopkins’ vision was so poor
that she needed assistance
doing ordinary tasks that
most people take for granted.
While she was comfortable
in her home in Pine Bluﬀ,
she needed her husband’s
assistance in the grocery
Carolyn Hopkins
store to ﬁnd her way around
the shelves of merchandise.
When she attended to her grandchildren in their parents’
absence, Hopkins was not able to drive them to various
activities and events.
With poor vision caused by severe myopia
(nearsightedness) from the time of birth, Hopkins began
wearing glasses in the fourth grade. When she was 20 years
old, she began wearing contacts. In an eﬀort to see clearly,
Hopkins had radial keratotomy (RK) surgery in 1991, which
left 16 scars in each eye. Although the eye surgery provided
better vision for a few years, Hopkins’ vision gradually
worsened.
In 2009, Hopkins’ vision deterioration was so severe that
it limited her activities, so Hopkins visited three diﬀerent

was puzzled by the diagnosis and began an extensive search
eye specialists. Searching for a way to improve her vision,
she learned that she had dense cataracts, corneal scarring and
to learn about her condition. After discovering a clinical trial
age-related macular degeneration, which was causing double
conducted by the National Institutes of Health, she believed
vision. She also used eye drops to control her glaucoma.
that was the best option for her medical treatment. Hundley
Since other eye doctors were unable to provide any
was pleased to ﬁnd physicians at the Jones Eye Institute
treatments to improve Hopkins’ vision, Hopkins was
who were willing to oversee her care locally while she was
eventually referred to Joseph Chacko, M.D., at the UAMS
participating in the national trial.
Jones Eye Institute. Chacko performed surgery to remove
As is common with many patients, Hundley’s sarcoidosis
Hopkins’ cataracts using phacoemulsiﬁcation, breaking the
cataracts into smaller pieces and then removing them. During developed into uveitis, an inﬂammation in the eye. She later
the same surgery, Chacko also implanted intraocular lenses
learned that uveitis can cause glaucoma and cataracts.
to correct the myopia, eliminating the need for Hopkins to
Cataracts did occur in both eyes, and Hundley’s vision
wear contact lenses. Although inaccurate measurements are
deteriorated. She could no longer read street signs and
common with patients who have had RK surgery in the past,
do other activities. Richard Harper, M.D., removed her
Chacko used the state-of-the-art Pentacam machine, which
cataracts using the phacoemulsiﬁcation
creates a 3D map of the eye, to ensure
procedure, and her vision improved
that Hopkins’ intraocular lenses were
I
WOULD
RIDE
A
substantially.
the correct strength to oﬀer her the best
CAMEL ACROSS THE
vision.
Hundley also has diabetes,
“Every day is better,” Hopkins said.
DESERT TO
so Harper checks to make sure
“I had almost stopped driving, but
retinopathy is not developing. Several
SEE DR. HARPER.
now I see and drive with much more
years ago, Hundley developed double
conﬁdence. And I’m also enjoying the
vision, so Harper put prisms in her glasses to correct her
little things, like watching television and seeing one moon
vision. He also treats her for dry eyes, which is one of the
instead of three when I look at the sky.”
symptoms of sarcoidosis.
Hopkins is now happy to enjoy all that her new vision
has to oﬀer, including line dancing and horseback riding.
Later, Harper noticed that Hundley’s eyelids were
“I am so grateful, and I recommend Dr. Chacko and the
drooping and inhibiting her eyesight. He referred her to his
UAMS Jones Eye Institute to anyone who has problems
colleague at the Jones Eye Institute, Christopher Westfall,
with their eyes.”

“

“

M.D., for an eyelift procedure in 2009.

Comprehensive Eye Care
Under One Roof
When Peggy Hundley ﬁrst
started having eye problems

Hundley knows that she can count on Harper to provide
the best care for her eyesight now and in the future. “I can
call if I have any questions. I wouldn’t consider seeing anyone
else,” Hundley said. “I would ride a camel across the desert to
see Dr. Harper.”

in the late 1980s, she turned
to the UAMS Harvey &
Bernice Jones Eye Institute.
After multiple tests, she was
diagnosed with sarcoidosis,
a vascular condition that
can aﬀect many organs,
Peggy Hundley

including the eyes. Hundley
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TEACHING
TE
ACHING
Welcome Aboard

Pemberton New to JEI
John David Pemberton, D.O.,
who specializes in plastic surgery
of the eyelids, orbital masses,
orbital reconstruction, tear
drainage repair and other surgeries
of the structures surrounding the
eye, has joined the University of
Arkansas for Medical Sciences
(UAMS) Harvey & Bernice Jones
Dr. John Pemberton
Eye Institute.
He will also serve as an assistant professor in
the UAMS College of Medicine Department of
Ophthalmology.
Pemberton earned his medical degree from Touro
University College of Osteopathic Medicine in San
Francisco. At West Virginia University, he completed
an ophthalmology residency where he was named chief
resident during his ﬁnal year.
He most recently completed back-to-back
fellowships in oculoplastic surgery at the Beraja Medical
Institute in Miami and in oculoplastic and orbital
reconstructive surgery at the Harvard Medical School's
renowned Massachusetts Eye and Ear Inﬁrmary
in Boston.
Pemberton has served in the military since 1989,
where he began as a combat medic. After completing
an internship at Brooke Army Medical Center in San
Antonio, he was assigned ﬂight surgeon for the 1st
Cavalry Division, 7th Cavalry Regiment at Ft. Hood,
Texas. He remained with this unit until 2005, which
included 13 months of service in Iraq.

DiMiceli Brings Pediatric and
Strabismus Specialties to JEI

Dr. Camille DiMiceli
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K. Camille DiMiceli, M.D.,
has joined the Harvey & Bernice
Jones Eye Institute as an assistant
professor in the Department of
Ophthalmology. Her specialties
are pediatric ophthalmology and
strabismus.
DiMiceli obtained her
undergraduate degree from

the University of Texas at Austin and her medical degree
from the University of Texas Southwestern Medical
School in Dallas.
She then did an internal medicine internship at the
University of California at Irvine before completing an
ophthalmology residency at Geisinger Medical Center
in Danville, Pa., where she was named chief resident
while having medical student and resident teaching
responsibilities.
DiMiceli has taken part in extensive ophthalmology
research ranging from binocular function in adult
strabismus to the eﬀects of long-term wear of certain
contact lenses on bacterial and corneal epithelium.
She most recently concluded a fellowship in pediatric
ophthalmology at Children's Memorial Hospital at
Northwestern University in Chicago, where she treated
many patients with strabismus, cataracts and glaucoma.

Warner Joins JEI
David B. Warner, M.D.,
has joined the Harvey &
Bernice Jones Eye Institute
team as an assistant professor
and director of cornea and
external disease.
Warner earned his
undergraduate degree in
biology at the University of
Utah and his medical degree
Dr. David Warner
from Saint Louis University.
He followed with a transitional internship at Forest Park
Hospital in St. Louis and an ophthalmology residency
at JEI where he received several awards for academic
excellence, resident teaching and research.
Warner most recently completed a cornea, refractive
surgery and external disease fellowship at the University
of Florida. He is currently doing research on cell
mediated immunity for herpes zoster ophthalmicus.

Three New Ophthalmology Residents
Please join us in welcoming three of our newest
ophthalmology residents: Jeﬀrey Holt, M.D.; Sunali Goyal,
M.D.; and Jeﬀrey Gardiner, M.D.

Jeﬀrey Holt, M.D.
Holt received his medical degree
from UAMS in May of 2010, and
immediately began his PGY-1 year in
internal medicine at UAMS in July
2010.
Achievements include: National
Scholars Honor Society, University
of Arkansas, Fayetteville, 2003-2004;
National Dean’s List, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville,
2003-2004; Fulbright College Dean’s List, University of
Arkansas, Fayetteville, 2003, 2005; and awarded partial
scholarship for fall semester for obtaining 4.0 GPA for
sophomore year, UAMS, 2008.
Public service and activities include: volunteered at
Shepard’s Hope Clinic for uninsured patients and families
three to four hours per month, volunteered 16 hours at River
City Ministry in North Little Rock for Student Sight Savers,
volunteered through Christian Medical Association 3.5
hours at homeless shelters and helped staﬀ compose
fundraising letters.

Sunali Goyal, M.D.
Goyal received her medical degree
from Government Medical College
and Hospital, Chandigarh, India,
in April 2001. She served a threeyear residency at the same hospital.
Afterward, she served a two-year
postdoctoral fellowship at Schepens Eye
Research Institute, Harvard Medical
School in Boston. Afterward, she served her transitional
year at Metrowest Medical Center in Framingham, Mass.,
completing it in June 2010.
Achievements include: Won the best paper award in 64th
annual conference of All India Ophthalmological Society
(AIOS), 2006; won the best paper award for the year in 18th

annual conference of North Zone Ophthalmological Society
(NZOS), 2004; awarded chief resident as a third-year resident
at Government Medical College and Hospital, India; and
secured ﬁrst rank in All India MD/MS Entrance Test, 2003.
Public service and activities include: Worked at a
charitable dispensary for two years after graduating from
medical school; participated in Pulse Polio Immunization
Program 1995-2000; and participated in maternal and child
health care programs, school health programs, national
immunization programs, and AIDS awareness programs in
medical school. She also participated in a series of health
camps for children in slum and rural areas of Chandigarh.

Jeﬀrey Gardiner, M.D.
Gardiner received his medical degree
from Midwestern University, Arizona
College of Medicine in May of 2010.
He started his preliminary year in
internal medicine at the University of
Arkansas for Medical Sciences (UAMS)
in July 2010.
Achievements include: Stanford
University Bay Area Ophthalmology Course Completion,
2009; Sigma Sigma Phi – National Osteopathic Honor
Medical Society, 2009; T.O.U.C.H. Community Service
Award, 2008; Eagle Scout Award; American Medical Student
Association; AZCOM Ophthalmology Organization;
and others.
Public service and activities include: U.M.O.M.
Homeless Shelter, Medical Volunteer – Phoenix, Ariz., 2009;
American Diabetes Association Walk, Diabetic Retinopathy
Screening – Glendale, Ariz., 2008; Health Fair, AZCOM
Spanish Club – Aguila, Ariz., 2007; Ophthalmology Medical
Mission – Nuevo Casas Grandes, Mexico, 2007; T.O.P.S.
High School Sports Physical Exam Program – Phoenix,
2007; and general medical and dental mission – Antigua,
Guatemala, 2007.
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Resident and Alumni Day 2011
A crowd gathered for the June 10 Resident and Alumni Day
in the Bowen Auditorium of Jones Eye Institute. The 31st
annual event included 17 presentations from physicians
and researchers and a dinner honoring those completing
their residencies. About 110 faculty, staﬀ, alumni and
ophthalmologists from across the state attended. Moderators
for the all-day sessions were Nicola Kim, M.D., and Bhairavi
Kharod, M.D. The annual Raymond C. Cook, M.D.,

Physician Services
Adult Strabismus
K. Camille DiMiceli, M.D.
Paul H. Phillips, M.D.
A. Henry Thomas, M.D.
Cataract
Joseph G. Chacko, M.D.
Romona Davis, M.D.
Inci Irak Dersu, M.D.
Richard A. Harper, M.D.
Nicola M. Kim, M.D.
Michael N. Wiggins, M.D.
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Distinguished Lecture was presented by Joan M. O’Brien,
M.D., William F. Norris and George E. de Schweinitz
Professor, chairman of the Department of Ophthalmology
and director of the Scheie Eye Institute in Philadelphia.
O’Brien’s presentations were “Uveal Melanoma” and
“Current Research in Ocular Oncology.” Resident
presentations were summarized on boards lining the
hallway outside the presentation room.

JEI faculty and graduating residents who attended Resident and Alumni Day on June 11, 2010
Comprehensive
Jennifer Anderson, M.D.
Laurie Gray Barber, M.D.
Thomas Cannon, M.D.
Joseph G. Chacko, M.D.
Romona Davis, M.D.
Inci Irak Dersu, M.D.
Richard A. Harper, M.D.
Nicola M. Kim, M.D.
John P. Shock, M.D.
Deepa Thayi, M.D.
A. Henry Thomas, M.D.
David B. Warner, M.D.
Michael N. Wiggins, M.D.

Cornea
David B. Warner, M.D.
Glaucoma
Inci Irak Dersu, M.D.
Gissur Petursson, M.D.
Low Vision
Richard A. Harper, M.D.
Neuro-ophthalmology
Joseph G. Chacko, M.D.
Paul H. Phillips, M.D.
Oculoplastics and Orbit
John D. Pemberton, D.O.
Christopher T. Westfall, M.D.

Pediatric Ophthalmology
K. Camille DiMiceli, M.D.
R. Scott Lowery, M.D.
Paul H. Phillips, M.D.
A. Henry Thomas, M.D.
Refractive (Cataract) Surgery
David B. Warner M.D.
Retina
Vel Petrovic, M.D.
John P. Shock, M.D.
Sami Uwaydat, M.D.

Resident and Alumni Day Dinner
The annual Resident and Alumni Day Dinner was held
at the Embassy Suites on June 10. Fusun Fowler, M.D.,
served as master of ceremonies honoring Swetangi
Bhaleeya, M.D., Stephen Davis, M.D., and Ryan
Friedman, M.D., upon the completion of their residencies.
Other awards announced that evening included Resident
of the Year to Friedman and the Academic Achievement
Award to Tayyeba Ali, M.D. The Raymond and Mary
Morris Award winner was Friedman, second place was
awarded to Ali, and third place to Jessica Miller, M.D.
Sami Uwaydat, M.D., was named Faculty of the Year.
Richard Harper, M.D., was given the Dean’s Faculty
Award. The staﬀ award this year went to T.J. Green.

Stephen Davis, M.D., with his family

2010 – 2011
Resident Accomplishments
tSwetangi D. Bhaleeya, M.D., will begin a Uveitis
fellowship at Bascom Palmer Eye Institute.
tStephen J. Davis, M.D., will begin a Retina
fellowship at Oregon Health & Science
University, Casey Eye Institute.
tRyan B. Friedman, M.D., entered private practice at
Eye Physicians and Surgeons in Jacksonville, Ark., in
November 2011.

Ryan Friedman, M.D., with his family

Swetangi Bhaleeya, M.D., with her family
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2010-2011
OMT Resident Accomplishments
Program update
The 9th class of the OMT program graduated in August
2011. Since the ﬁrst class started the program in August
2000, many changes and accomplishments have occurred.
tTUVEFOUTIBWFDPNQMFUFEUIFQSPHSBN
tBEEJUJPOBMFMFDUJWFSPUBUJPOTJOQSJWBUFPQIUIBMNPMPHZ 
oﬃces around the state have been added
tHSBEVBUFTIBWFFBSOFEUIF$0.5DSFEFOUJBMBOE
many more are in the process of completing all steps
for the certiﬁcation
t4UVEFOUTDPOUJOVFUPSFDFJWFJOUFOTFDMBTTSPPNBOEDMJOJD
experience during the two years, including increasing
experience in the OR (average student observes/assists with
40+ cases during the two years in the program) and
increasing with ophthalmic photography and other
diagnostic testing
tɨF+PVSOBMPG0QIUIBMNJD.FEJDBM5FDIOPMPHZXBTTUBSUFE
in 2005 under the direction of OMT Medical Director
Michael Wiggins, M.D., and continues to serve as a
resource for ophthalmic medical personnel nationwide
t4UVEFOUTDPOUJOVFUPSFDFJWFNPSFPQQPSUVOJUJFTUPXPSL
and learn with the ophthalmology residents by attending
optics lectures, morning conference lectures and grand
rounds presentations

t$POHSBUVMBUJPOTUP,FMMZ5PGPSCFJOHOBNFEUIF 
recipient of the OMT Faculty Gold Key Award for
outstanding academic achievement. Congratulations to
Meagan Chastain, OMT I student, for receiving the
Far Point Award for outstanding achievement in
ophthalmic optics.

Scholarship update
The John P. Shock, M.D., Ophthalmic Medical
Technology Scholarship was announced in June 2010. This
scholarship fund was established in appreciation of Shock’s
vision and direction for the UAMS College of Health Related
Professions Ophthalmic Medical Technology Program. This
scholarship will provide ﬁnancial assistance to senior OMT
students in the program. The criteria for the scholarship
include professionalism, academic leadership, and compassion
— based on the obvious qualities that Shock embodies.
The scholarship is now endowed, and has reached and
exceeded the initial goal of $15,000. OMT students will be
eligible to apply for the scholarship in summer 2012.

(L-R, front) Ariel Bailey, Meagan Chastain, Amy Hischier
(L-R, back) Teresa Spohnholz, Melissa Brimer, Christopher Munnerlyn, Summar Tackett, Ashley Fonville
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Starting in 2010, UAMS College of Medicine medical students
started one-week rotations in the Department of Ophthalmology,
coupled with three weeks spent in neurology. Since this new
rotation began at Jones Eye, more than 200 medical students have
worked with our faculty, and another 150 are expected this year.

Michael Brown, M.D., and Laurie Barber, M.D., at the
Resident and Alumni Banquet
Michael Brown, M.D., retired after 26 years of teaching residents
and caring for patients at both the Jones Eye Institute and the VA
Hospital. He was honored by the establishment of the Michael F.
Brown, M.D., Distinguished Speakers Forum in Ophthalmology,
which will help promote resident education and collaboration
between JEI faculty, resident students and experts in the field
of ophthalmology.
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SEARCHING
SEA
ARCHING
Compound Found

into the eye. AMD is the leading cause world wide
of vision loss and legal blindness in adults older than
60. The disease destroys the central vision necessary
By Nate Hinkel
for patients to be able to focus clearly or coherently
on objects. The membrane that supports the retina
JEI Research Gives New Insight
usually keeps new damaging vessels from forming, but
into Macular Degeneration
the central characteristic of AMD is when those new
vessels break through the “Bruch’s” membrane, causing
A team of University of Arkansas for Medical
them to multiply and grow.
Sciences (UAMS) researchers studying age-related
Bora said another important breakthrough of the
macular degeneration (AMD) in the Harvey & Bernice
study is that in past AMD
Jones Eye Institute has
research, scientists have used
identiﬁed new vessel
invasive laser models to
growth by a compound
THIS IS A SIGNIFICANT
attack the membrane. This
that ultimately could lead
is the ﬁrst time injecting the
to a better understanding
BREAKTHROUGH IN
eye with a compound has
of how AMD is formed
UNDERSTANDING
AMD.
been successfully used to
and more eﬀective
create an AMD model.
wound care.
“This new model is not only more inexpensive and
The team found that when injected into the eye,
faster compared to other models, but you don’t need
the compound polyethylene glycol (PEG) produces
extremely invasive lasers,” Bora said. “We found that
new blood vessels by activating the complement
when PEG is simply injected into the eye, it dissolves
system, which is a devastating trait of several diseases,
the membrane and new blood vessels are formed,
including cancer and AMD. This and other key
which grow into new networks of vessels that in the
ﬁndings were published in the May issue of the
long run cause the damage in AMD.”
prestigious Journal of Biological Chemistry.
“We know that the creation of blood vessels is
the basis of AMD and several other diseases, so by
ﬁnding that PEG triggers this reaction leads us toward
more important questions,” said Puran Bora, Ph.D.,
professor of ophthalmology at the UAMS Jones
Eye Institute. “This is a signiﬁcant breakthrough in
understanding AMD.”
Those questions include a safety precaution angle,
Bora said. The compound PEG is the main ingredient
of certain laxatives and cosmetics that are commonly
used.
“It may prove to be very important to learn what
kind of eﬀect, if any, this has on people who use those
products in high levels or on a frequent basis,” Bora
said. “We don’t know for sure about the role of PEG
in those individual products, but we do now know the
role of PEG is to produce new blood vessels in the eye.”
The ﬂipside of the discovery is that the creation
of new blood vessels is a key event in the healing of
wounds. Bora said the research team’s next step is to
explore the possibilities of using a PEG-infused wound
cream or injection that could speed the healing process,
possibly to be marketed.
When the discovery was made that new vessels
were developing, the research team was studying AMD
Puran Bora, Ph.D.
using PEG as a vehicle to inject another compound
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Research Accomplishments
(June 2010 – August 2011)
t"OBMZTJTPGCMPPETBNQMFTGSPNUIFQBUJFOUTXJUIVWFJUJT
and age-related macular degeneration (AMD)
demonstrated a direct correlation of ﬁndings in animals
with uveitis and AMD in humans.
tɨFSBQFVUJDQPUFOUJBMPGWBSJPVTDPNQMFNFOUJOIJCJUPSTJO
the treatment of uveitis and AMD is being explored.
t3FTFBSDIEJTDPWFSFEUIBUTIPSUUFSNVTFPGIPOFZPO 
intact corneas can be safe. Honey has anti-angiogenic and
anti-inﬂammatory properties that can be explored in several
corneal inﬂammatory and infectious conditions.
t3FTFBSDIIBTEFNPOTUSBUFEUIBUUIFQSFTFODFBOEBDUJWBUJPO
of the complement system plays a crucial role in glaucoma.
Results provide evidence that complement mediated
apoptosis plays a pivotal role in the loss of Retinal Ganglion
Cells (RGCs) in glaucoma.
t3FTFBSDIPCTFSWFEUIBUOJDPUJOFTJHOJmDBOUMZCMPDLTUIF 
eﬀect of anti-VEGF therapy in the treatment of laser
induced neovascular AMD. Nicotine makes neovascular
membranes worse in a mouse model and probably mediates
this eﬀect through the nicotinic acetylcholine receptor
(nAChR _7). This animal study hopefully gives humans
with or without AMD a reason to quit smoking.

Laurie Barber, M.D., administers drops for a dry eye study on
patient Daniela Buhayevska.

t3FTFBSDIIBTOPUFEUIBUTVCSFUJOBMBENJOJTUSBUJPOPG 
polyethylene glycol (PEG) leads to the development of
CNV in rodents. The angiogenic role of PEG was not
known before this study. This opens up a new area of
PEG application not only in generating a new AMD model
but also in wound healing where angiogenesis is needed for
quick healing. This knowledge can also be applied to
other neovascular diseases such as tumor, cancer
and atherosclerosis.
Nalini Bora, Ph.D., with Bharati Matta at the Association for
Research in Vision and Ophthalmology (ARVO). Preclinical
data on uveitis and age-related macular degeneration studies
performed by researchers at the Walker Eye Research Center
was presented at the ARVO Annual Meeting in May 2011 in Ft.
Lauderdale, Florida. One of these presentations received ARVO’s
designation as a “Hot Topic and A Must See Abstract,” a designation
given to only 15 out of 4,800 submitted posters and papers.
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Clinical Research Update
Clinical research studies at the Jones Eye Institute (JEI)
have had an enormous signiﬁcance in improving ways to
enhance a patient’s quality of life through searching for new
drugs, medical devices and surgical techniques for a variety of
sight-threatening eye diseases.
“Improved eye care does not just happen,” said Shirley
Hankins, clinical research director. “It takes a tremendous
amount of dedication and courage from our patients who
volunteer, our physicians and staﬀ.”
The JEI Clinical Trials Department was founded in 1997.
Since then, some of the eye-speciﬁc diseases that have been
studied at the Institute include:
 t "HFSFMBUFE.BDVMBS%FHFOFSBUJPO
 t #MFQIBSJUJT
 t $POKVODUJWJUJT
 t %JBCFUJD.BDVMBS&EFNB
 t %SZ&ZF4ZOESPNF
 t (MBVDPNB
 t .FJCPNJBO(MBOE%ZTGVODUJPO
 t /POBSUFSJUJD"OUFSJPS*TDIFNJD0QUJD/FVSPQBUIZ
 t 0QUJD/FVSJUJT
 t "OUFSJPS6WFJUJT
 t .BDVMBS&EFNB'PMMPXJOH$FOUSBM3FUJOBM7FJO 
Occlusion or Branch Retinal Vein Occlusion
JEI physicians also follow eye side eﬀects in new
medications used for other indications in association with
many departments in the UAMS College of Medicine.
Some of these studies include cardiovascular risk in diabetes,
cocaine dependence, hematologic cancer, multiple scleroses,
Parkinson’s disease, thyroid cancer, hepatitis C, critical limb
ischemia, angina, epilepsy and peripheral artery occlusive
disease.
Currently, the research projects include:
 t "HFSFMBUFE.BDVMBS%FHFOFSBUJPO
 t %JBCFUJD.BDVMBS&EFNB
 t %SZ&ZF4ZOESPNF
 t /POBSUFSJUJD"OUFSJPS*TDIFNJD
Optic Neuropathy
 t 6WFJUJT
Hankins said she is grateful for contributions from
Arkansans for potential eye treatments. In May 2011, the
Bernadine M. Price Charitable Remainder Trust, overseen
by the Lions of Arkansas Foundation, gave $12,318 to JEI
research. The gift is designated for clinical research of
macular degeneration.
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“We are very fortunate to have Dr. Sami Uwaydat, who
became part of the JEI faculty in 2008,” Hankins said. “As
director of Vitreo-Retinal Services, Dr. Uwaydat is extremely
interested in eradicating macular degeneration, which aﬀects
many people in our state.”
Uwaydat will be collaborating with Purushottam Jha,
Ph.D., in leading a clinical trial on the eﬀects of Avastin
injections, a current treatment for macular degeneration, on
some of the proteins in the eyes.
“Projects like this could not be possible without the
gracious gifts we receive,” Hankins said.
An article by Inci Dersu, M.D., “Mydriatic drops:
Cognitive eﬀect?” was featured on the cover of the March 1,
2011, issue of the Ophthalmology Times. Dersu reported
that the reason for conducting the clinical study was based
on her observations after dilating patients’ eyes in the clinic.
She observed that some patients, in addition to having blurry
vision, seemed less vigilant about using eye drops or following
instructions about their eye condition. In a study of 89
patients age 20 and older, cognitive tests results were similar,
whether patients were tested before dilation or after dilation.
“The study conﬁrmed that education and age are the
most signiﬁcant cognitive factors regardless of dilation status
and must be considered during patient/doctor discussions,
while patients are receiving information about treatment,
and when they must provide informed consent before a
procedure.”

Shirley Hankins, clinical trial director, receives a donation from Geoff
Brown, eye bank director, from the Bernadine M. Price Charitable
Remainder Trust, overseen by the Lions of Arkansas Foundation.
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DEVELOPMEN
NT
Harvey & Bernice Jones Eye
Institute Hosts 3rd Alumni
Reception
Harvey & Bernice Jones Eye Institute hosted an Alumni
Reception at the American Academy of Ophthalmology
convention held Oct. 23, 2011, in Orlando, Fla. More than 35
faculty and staﬀ, resident alumni, Arkansas ophthalmologists
and their guests gathered at Café Tu Tu Tango. Thanks to Laurie
Barber, M.D., and Shannon Giger for helping organize a great
turnout, and thanks to Christopher Westfall, M.D., for his
support to make this event possible.

Laurie Barber, M.D., Romona Davis, M.D., G. Scott Sawyer,
M.D., and Kellye McElroy, M.D.

Paula Grigorian, M.D., Richard Harper, M.D., and
Fusin Grigorian, M.D.

Romona Davis, M.D., Laura Hawkins, and
John Pemberton, M.D.

Alumni reception group picture

Ronald Ryan, M.D., and Kellye McElroy, M.D.
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HONORS
HO
ONORS
Honors and Awards

Tom Cannon, M.D., and Richard Harper, M.D., were
selected to receive the Red Sash Teaching Award for 2011.
The award is given to faculty members nominated by the senior
class as excellent teachers.

Thomas Cannon, M.D.

Richard Harper, M.D.

In addition, Harper did an excellent job serving as a
course director again this year, at the Association of University
Professors in Ophthalmology Program Director’s Council held
Jan. 26 in Scottsdale, Arizona, at the 10th Annual Educating
the Educators Meeting.
For the third year in a row,
Michael Wiggins, M.D., was
voted as the favorite speaker
for the Grand Rounds at
the Association of Technical
Personnel in Ophthalmology
(ATPO) meeting in Chicago.
Grand Rounds are case
studies presented in various
ophthalmology sub-specialties,
and the audience is invited to
Michael Wiggins, M.D.
participate in determining causes
and possible outcomes. This
format follows the instructional methods established in medical
schools and ophthalmology residency training programs in the
United States, and requires audience deductive reasoning and
critical thinking.
Wiggins was also selected a Fellow of the American College
of Surgeons.
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Scott
Lowery, M.D.,
was promoted
to associate
professor
from assistant
professor,
eﬀective July 1,
2011. Criteria for
selection include
Scott Lowery, M.D.
qualiﬁcations,
teaching/
mentoring, research/scholarly work, clinical
service and leadership/administrative service.
This signiﬁcant academic advancement
represents years of hard work and
commitment and represents a
well-deserved recognition.
Paul Phillips, M.D., and Lowery were
acknowledged by Arkansas Children’s
Hospital patients and their families in
the November 2010 Press Ganey Positive
Responses reports.

Dean’s
Outpatient
All Stars
Several JEI physicians were selected for
the College of Medicine Dean’s Outpatient
All Stars. To be chosen, physicians had to
be recognized at least seven times on patient
surveys submitted during a quarter.
The All Stars for 2011 include:
Laurie Barber, M.D.
Joseph Chacko, M.D.
Richard A. Harper, M.D.
Nicola Kim, M.D.
Sami H. Uwaydat, M.D.
Michael N. Wiggins, M.D.

A Pleasant Surprise
By Kristen Hansen
After graduating medical school and completing his
and institutional awards for his work in resident education,
residency, Richard Harper, M.D., had no intention of
several of which were voted on by students. He holds two
teaching medical education, much less being a nationally
endowed chairs at JEI, and in July 2011 he was nationally
recognized resident educator.
recognized with the Straatsma Award for Excellence in
"I thought I'd retire from private practice," he said. "I
Resident Education, which was established through the
found out teaching is what I enjoyed the most – teaching
American Academy of Ophthalmology, the Association of
brought me back to UAMS."
University Professors of Ophthalmology (AUPO) and private
Harper graduated from the University of Oklahoma
funds to recognize and celebrate an outstanding program
School of Medicine, then came to UAMS for a residency in
director in the ﬁeld. The award carries the name and honors
ophthalmology. After the residency, he moved to Fayetteville
the accomplishments of Bradley R. Straatsma, M.D., former
and worked at a private practice for about four years before
chairman of the Department of Ophthalmology and former
returning to UAMS.
director of the Jules Stein Eye Institute at the University of
With a father who is now a retired family medicine
California at Los Angeles. The award is presented annually at
doctor, Harper grew up surrounded by medicine. It was
both the annual meetings of the AAO and of the AUPO, and
during undergraduate work that he realized he, too, was bent
carries a cash prize.
toward science.
Even in private practice Harper enjoyed teaching patients
"I was able to pick it up quickly and apply that
and technicians because of their reaction and feedback once
knowledge in a hands-on way," Harper said. "At that point,
they understood new information.
my Dad was very encouraging."
"The thing I enjoy the most is seeing that light bulb go
It’s that acquired knowledge and eagerness to serve
on when students grasp a new concept," Harper said.
that got him elected as president of the Arkansas
A consistent attribute of residency teaching is seeing
Ophthalmological Society (AOS), a nonproﬁt organization
the residents start in the ﬁeld with almost no knowledge
founded in 1978 to
of ophthalmology. Medical
promote and advance the
graduates have very little
I ENJOY SEEING THAT LIGHT BULB school
science and art of medical
background in this speciﬁc area.
eye care in the state.
"The residents start almost
GO ON WHEN STUDENTS
Harper has also served as
from square one," said
GRASP A NEW CONCEPT.
AOS secretary and
Harper, who was recognized
treasurer, and will serve as
again this year with a
president through 2012.
Red Sash Teaching Award given
The decision to specialize in ophthalmology was simply
to faculty members who have been nominated by the senior
because Harper enjoyed what it oﬀered. The aspects like
class as excellent teachers. "To see them start there and after
surgical, clinical and teaching are similar to any other
three years be these talented and amazing physicians and
specialty. But Harper thinks that it's unique – a broadly based surgeons – I like being there to see the contrast."
specialty, even though most people only think of the eye when
they hear ophthalmology.
"The technology is constantly changing, and you get to
care for patients across the ages," he said.
That patient care is exactly what Harper oﬀered during
his private practice work in Fayetteville. But when John P.
Shock, M.D., invited him back to be on faculty of the Jones
Eye Institute, Harper jumped at the chance.
"I came back to UAMS within a couple of months of the
opening of JEI," he said.
Harper has been at JEI for 17 years, holding various roles.
He is a professor of ophthalmology and residency program
director, among other responsibilities. The largest part of his
AAO President Richard Abbott, M.D., Richard Harper, M.D.,
career, without a doubt, has been resident work.
and AAO Executive Vice President/CEO David Parke, M.D.
In fact, Harper is the recipient of many departmental
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Laurie Barber, M.D., Selected
Leading Ophthalmologist
The Becker’s ASC (Ambulatory Surgery Centers)
Review named Laurie Barber, M.D., one of the 135 Leading
Ophthalmologists in America. According to the online article
listing these highly chosen ophthalmologists in the United
States, “They were selected for this list based on the awards
they received from major organizations in the ﬁeld, leadership
in those organizations, work on professional publications, and
their positions of service. All physicians placed on the list have
undergone substantial review.”
Barber also was appointed by the
Board of Trustees of the American
Academy of Ophthalmology
to the Nominating Committee
of American Academy of
Ophthalmology and as Chair of the
Awards Committee of
the AAO.
Amy Lee, M.D., became the third medical student to receive the
John P. Shock, M.D., Community Service Award, presented by
Thomas Cannon, M.D.

A laboratory in the Arkansas Lions Eye Bank &
Laboratory was named after Michael F. Brown, M.D., in
honor of his 25 years of serving as the medical director.
Brown was also honored by a scrapbook of pictures and letters
from faculty, alumni and staﬀ. Laurie Barber, M.D., read a
letter that was written to him by Arkansas Congressman John
Boozman, and Romona Davis, M.D., read a letter that Gov.
Mike Beebe wrote as well.

Dr. Christopher Westfall presents a plaque to Dr. Michael Brown
and the eye bank plaque displayed in his honor.
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REACHING
NG
Cycle
ycle ffor Sight 2011
On May 14,
1 the Jones Eye Institute
i
hosted the third annual
Cycle for Sight. The start and ﬁnish was held at the North
Little Rock River Front. The course this year was a 14.4-mile
loop around the North Little Rock and Little Rock river trails,
crossing the Big Dam Bridge and the Main Street Bridge.
Entertainment was provided by DJ Joe Snell from Central
Arkansas Entertainment, and hamburgers and hot dogs were
served for lunch. JEI is grateful to this year’s sponsors: Arkansas
Lions Eye Bank & Laboratory, David Petray, Nana’s Cookies &
More, Clear Mountain Natural Spring Water, The Community
Bicyclist, Panera Bread, Whole Foods, Sonny Williams, ChickFil-A, and a special thanks to the HAM Radio operators and all
the wonderful volunteers to help make this year a success.
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Guatemala Surgical Mission Trip 2011
Joseph Chacko, M.D., associate professor of ophthalmology
and neurology, and director of neuro-ophthalmology at JEI,
along with James Hoﬀman, a senior medical student, completed
a very successful mission trip to the Guatemalan Highlands
August 6-14, 2011.
They saw more than 75 patients and performed 17 sightrestoring surgeries. Most of the surgeries were performed to
remove dense, mature cataracts that had caused severe vision loss
to the level that patients had light perception only.
Four patients were bilaterally blind and had to be led into
the clinic by their relatives. The next day they could see and walk
on their own. The Salud y Paz clinic where the team worked is
located three hours west (by bus ride) of Guatemala City.
Hoﬀman served as ophthalmic assistant in the clinic and
operating room. He also performed retrobulbar blocks for
anesthesia. Emily Erkel worked diligently as ophthalmic assistant.
The three-member eye team was part of a 32-member Pulaski
Heights United Methodist Church Mission team that included
a general surgeon, anesthesiologist, cardiologist, neurologist,
primary care providers, dentist and nurses.
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Ophthalmic Medical
Technology Program
OMT Students Volunteer
This spring several of the OMT students volunteered to
help clinical faculty with the Arkansas Children’s Hospital
Health Fair at the Eyes on Kids booth held at Park Plaza
Mall in Little Rock. About 250 children were screened from
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. March 12. Volunteers were clinical faculty
Shawn Brown, CO, COMT, and Natalie Etheridge, OMT,
and OMT students Meagan Chastain, Aubrey Collachi, Amy
Hischier, Jessica Kelsey, Kelly To and Lynsey Tolleson.

Sight Savers
Student Sight Savers is a program
in which students and other volunteers
work with ophthalmologists and other
optometrists to provide complete eye
exams for the underserved in central
Arkansas. Medical students and other
volunteers take histories, check visual
acuity, perform visual ﬁeld analysis,
check interocular pressures, and help ﬁt
patients with glasses.

Joy Banks, ophthalmic medical technologist at the Jones Eye Institute, frequently
volunteers with the Sight Savers program at River City.
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