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Christopher T. Westfall, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Pat Walker Professor and Chair
Department of Ophthalmology
Director, Harvey & Bernice Jones Eye Institute
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences

2017 has been an exciting and productive year for the UAMS Harvey 
& Bernice Jones Eye Institute.

I am pleased to announce that Christopher Lee, M.D., specializing 
in glaucoma treatment, will be joining the faculty this fall. We would 
like to also welcome our newest ophthalmology residents: John 
Chancellor, M.D.; Kyle Kirkland, D.O.; and Riley Sanders, M.D. They are 
outstanding additions to our eye care team.

Ahmed Sallam, M.D.,Ph.D., and David Warner, M.D., have been 
promoted to associate professor and we congratulate them on 
this significant academic achievement. This promotion represents 
dedication, hard work and superb performance in patient care, 
education and scholarly activity – the three tenets of a career in 
academic medicine.  

This year, Suzanne Hansen stepped down as chair of the Ophthalmic 
Medical Technology program after serving exceptionally for the past 
seven years. Ms. Hansen graduated from our program in 2003 and has 
helped us to grow into the premier Ophthalmic Medical Technology 
program nationwide. She continues to support our program from her 
family’s new home in Dallas.

It is a pleasure to welcome Alicia Baird, C.O., C.O.M.T., as she 
assumes the responsibility as chair of the Ophthalmic Medical 
Technology program. Ms. Baird graduated from our program in 2010 
and went on to complete an advanced degree in orthoptics before 
her return to Arkansas and to UAMS.

Under Ms. Baird’s direction, our Ophthalmic Medical Technology 
program graduated its 15th class this year. We are extremely proud 
of our two most recent graduates — Kenneth Croon Jr. and Brayden 
Crump — as they begin their careers caring for patients with diseases 
of the eye.

Excellence in patient care is a hallmark of the Jones Eye Institute 
and this in turn translates to excellence in education and research. 
In 2017, we achieved more clinic visits than ever before, with superb 
patient satisfaction ratings. Individual physician ratings continue to 
soar and may be found on the UAMS Find-a-Doctor website.

It has been a wonderful year for all of us at JEI. With your support, 
we look forward to continued success as we pursue excellence in 
research, education and patient care.

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
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y the end of 2017, the ninth floor 
of the UAMS Harvey & Bernice 
Jones Eye Institute will transform 
from a series of offices to an 
instructive, collaborative domain 

where ophthalmology residents can learn surgical 
techniques and procedures outside the confines of 
an operating room.

The ninth-floor revamp will move all 
simulation-related tools and equipment, currently 
scattered across multiple floors on JEI, into a 
centralized, modern simulation center. JEI has 

one simulation machine and two microscopes, as 
well as an array of plastic heads and eyes used for 
simulation and training for ocular surgery and 
other procedures.

The renovation will include purchasing at least 
one virtual simulation machine, which will be 
used for cataract and retina surgery training. The 
simulation center will have a video screen for 
residents to review surgical videos.

JEI has implemented a simulation curriculum 
for medical residents that requires them to show 
proficiency in certain surgical techniques and 

FEATURE

JEI REVAMPING 
NINTH FLOOR  

AS SIMULATION HUB
‘THIS HELPS JEI 

STAND OUT MORE’

BY LEE HOGAN

B
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procedures, including suturing, cataract surgery 
and glaucoma surgery.

The upgrades and overhaul are being 
overseen by Ahmed Sallam, M.D., Ph.D., an 
ophthalmologist at JEI, associate professor in the 
UAMS College of Medicine and director of the 
simulation center.

“This helps JEI stand out more because it 
will improve the quality of our residents by 
enhancing the training they receive,” said Dr. 
Sallam. “Very few ophthalmology centers 
nationwide are equipped with 
a simulation suite like the one 
that will be at JEI.”

Even before the simulation 
center opens, Alice 
Behrens, M.D., a first-year 
ophthalmology resident at 
JEI, has seen the benefits of 
simulation training. 

Prior to the end of her four-
month rotation at the John L. 
McClellan Memorial Veterans 
Hospital, which culminates in 
a resident’s first solo cataract 
surgery, she spent countless 
hours practicing the procedure 
on JEI’s simulator.

“You’re able to practice a 
procedure over and over, which 
gives you confidence and more 
understanding of the operation 
during the actual surgery,” said 
Dr. Behrens. “The realism of the 
procedure on the simulator is incredibly beneficial 
for a resident’s confidence.”

Having a designated simulation center at JEI 
where residents can gather, work together and 
learn will have a tremendous impact, said Dr. 
Behrens. With Dr. Sallam leading the center, she 
said residents will realize its full potential.

“Dr. Sallam is a great asset to our department,” 
said Dr. Behrens. “He’s very passionate about 
teaching and helps residents understand the 
techniques and the reasoning behind them.”

Prior to coming to UAMS, Dr. Sallam was 
heavily involved in the United Kingdom in 
refining simulation techniques and equipment 
that had a tremendous impact on the quality of 
resident training overseas.

“There’s real evidence this will improve our 
residents’ competency levels, so the benefit 
of this simulation center is twofold,” said Dr. 
Sallam. “It increases the comfort level and 
proficiency of our residents, which in turn, 
improves patient safety.”

“Very few ophthalmology 
centers nationwide are 

equipped with a simulation suite 
like the one that will be at JEI.”

AHMED SALLAM, M.D.,  PH.D.

Ahmed Sallam (left), M.D., Ph.D., JEI ophthalmologist and director of its simulation 
center, said the simulation center will improve residents’ abilities and comfort level.
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s the Guatemalan woman walked 
into the local ophthalmology 
clinic, Maria Jones, M.D., noticed 
her subdued demeanor. Blinded by 
cataracts for the past five years, the 

40-year-old woman sat quietly, alone in a corner 
of the waiting room.

That changed, however, following her 
procedure. Her discouraged, somber mood turned 
to jovial and humorous as she shared laughs with 
the staff and joked that one of the male attendants 
was cute.

“She had missed so much,” said Dr. Jones. “She 
was extremely happy to be able to see again.”

Dr. Jones, a third-year resident at the UAMS 
Harvey & Bernice Jones Eye Institute, was in 

Guatemala as part of a new rotation elective that 
gives JEI residents an opportunity few other 
ophthalmology residents in the region enjoy — to 
travel to other countries to provide care as they 
hone their skills.

The elective was made a part of the curriculum 
for JEI residents in March because of the efforts of 
Tayyeba K. Ali, M.D., adjunct faculty member in 
the UAMS College of Medicine’s Department of 
Ophthalmology. 

“This helps JEI stand out in terms of the 
opportunities provided to our residents,” said Dr. 
Ali. “This is a question we get asked frequently 
from prospective residents, so to have this as an 
established part of the curriculum will allow us to 
recruit the best residents to our department.”

JEI GOES GLOBAL
INTERNATIONAL ROTATION ELECTIVE 

NOW PART OF CURRICULUM

BY LEE HOGAN

A

FEATURE
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Dr. Jones was the first JEI resident to complete 
the rotation elective. She traveled with Dr. Ali 
to Guatemala City in late March, providing care 
to local patients for cataracts and pterygium, or 
surfer’s eye, and performing corneal transplants.

Waking up around 6 a.m. each day, the team 
traveled more than an hour into Guatemala City 
and worked well into the evening alongside other 
health care professionals from the United States as 
well as a local ophthalmologist and his residents. 
Most days, it was 9 or 10 p.m. before the duo 
returned to its house.  

The group worked out of a local ophthalmology 
office with two stations each for pterygium and 
cataract patients. About 80 patients were treated 
throughout the week.

Dr. Ali said these trips challenge residents to 
sharpen their abilities and build their confidence.

“It broadens a resident’s exposure to certain 
surgeries and techniques and allows them to 
become more surgically adept,” said Dr. Ali. 
“Those learned skills come in handy during 
difficult cases or complications.”

The contrast between the operating room at 
UAMS and in Guatemala was immediately evident 
to Dr. Jones. 

The vast array of equipment at UAMS was 
replaced with a few trusty tools. At UAMS, 
microscopes used during surgery provide crisp, 
ranging views of the eye and are easily moved 
in the event a patient moves his or her head. 
In Guatemala, the microscopes were older and 
harder to put in focus and move.

“Once you had a good view of the area you 
were working on, you tried very hard to keep 
everything still,” said Dr. Jones. “You have to be 
innovative and use the knowledge you already 
have to come up with a plan of action, be able to 
modify that plan and move forward.”

The equipment was not all that changed in 
Guatemala, said Dr. Jones. The condition of the 
cataract for most patients was noticeably worse.

“Left untreated, cataracts gradually deteriorate, 
become denser and eventually turn white,” said Dr. 
Jones. “It’s something we might see every once in a 
while at JEI. There, it was about half of the cases.”

With each day of treating difficult cases in 
Guatemala, Dr. Ali said she could see Dr. Jones’ 
confidence and comfort grow.

“It was great to see Maria in a completely 
different, uncomfortable setting where the 
equipment is different and patients have difficult 
cases and speak a different language,” said Dr. Ali. 
“Those are differences you have to get used to, and 
she excelled.”

Dr. Jones said JEI and its residents are lucky 
to have Dr. Ali, someone who is dedicated to 
providing residents with a first-class training 
experience.

“Dr. Ali has made these international rotations 
a priority at JEI, and it’s great to have an attending 
surgeon that makes sure you get that experience 
as a resident,” said Dr. Jones.

The goal is to have funding for three residents 
to complete the trip each year, said Dr. Ali. JEI is 
working to raise $500,000 to provide funding for 
residents for many years to come.

An international rotation trip is a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity, Dr. Jones said, of which 
every resident should take advantage.

“You improve your skills, learn how to use 
different equipment in different settings and it 
reminds you of why you wanted to become an 
ophthalmologist,” said Dr. Jones. “It is rewarding 
to help people who otherwise would not have 
access to ophthalmologic care, and it is a privilege 
to use skills that you have learned in residency to 
improve someone’s quality of life.”

“It is rewarding to help people 
who otherwise would not have 
access to ophthalmologic care, 

and it is a privilege to use 
skills that you have learned in 

residency to improve someone’s 
quality of life.”

MARIA JONES, M.D.
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roducing a wide-ranging image 
of the retina used to take a lot of 
patience and tedious effort. Now, it’s 
done in seconds.

Last year, the UAMS Harvey & 
Bernice Jones Eye Institute acquired a new piece 
of retinal imaging equipment — the California, 
an ultra-wide field fundus camera machine made 
by Optos.

The machine provides a 200-degree, high-
resolution digital image of the retina, compared 
with previous machines that only provided a 
50-degree image. The image captured by the 
California encapsulates more than 80 percent of 
the retina.

To get the same results as the California with 
older equipment, JEI physicians had to move the 
camera to get corresponding pictures and merge 
them into a montage.

“It was a difficult, elaborate process that 
required a lot of patient cooperation,” said 
Uwaydat. “This machine, with a click of a button, 
can get a 200-degree picture.”

The far-reaching impact of the machine was 
noticed on its first patient when Tonya Hooks, of 
Little Rock, was referred to Sami Uwaydat, M.D. 
last year after she noticed spots in her vision, 
commonly referred to as floaters. 

Mrs. Hooks was diagnosed with lupus in 2013 
and was warned by her doctor that some of the 

WITH THE CLICK OF A BUTTON
NEW DEVICE PROVIDES WIDER,  

HIGH-RESOLUTION RETINA IMAGES
BY LEE HOGAN

FEATURE

P
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long-term effects of the chronic, autoimmune 
disease could impact her sight. Noticing floaters 
in her vision reiterated to her the importance of 
seeking care.

With the help of the California, Dr. Uwaydat 
was able to confirm that Mrs. Hooks’ symptoms 
were associated with multiple evanescent white 
dot syndrome, or MEWDS, an uncommon 
eye condition usually seen in women. It was 
something Dr. Uwaydat might not have noticed 

without the new retinal imaging equipment.
“In the condition she had, most of the white 

dots on the retina are outside of the 50-degree 
image,” said Dr. Uwaydat. “Our older cameras 
don’t catch them easily, but the California does.”

In addition to white dot syndromes, the 
California will help JEI doctors in treating a 
wide variety of conditions, including uveitis, 
diabetic retinopathy and age-related macular 
degeneration.

Mrs. Hooks, who works in the Arkansas 
attorney general’s office, said she was more than 
pleased with the care she received from Dr. 
Uwaydat and his staff.

“It is efforts like this that show how far JEI 
has come and that it is on the cutting edge in 
health care,” said Mrs. Hooks. “JEI is one of the 
beacons in our state that makes us proud to be 
Arkansans.”

(Left) Three images of multiple evanescent white dot syndrome, or MEWDS, 
from the California. (Right) Sami Uwaydat, M.D., JEI ophthalmologist, stands 

beside JEI’S new retina imaging machine, the California. 
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usic has been a lifelong love for 
Diane McVinney.

Just like any musician, she’s 
had her struggles in picking up 
the right technique or learning 

a new piece, but she’s always had an innate ability 
to figure it out. When she looks back on years and 
years of playing, the hardest part may have been 
selecting an instrument.

“I couldn’t make up my mind between the flute 
and clarinet,” said Mrs. McVinney, who is the 
coding manager at the UAMS Harvey & Bernice 
Jones Eye Institute. “My mom got tired of it and 
chose the flute for me. I need to thank her for that.”

She isn’t the only one with such a deep 
connection to music. It extends to just about 
everyone in her family.

She and her three siblings all played 
instruments as kids and three of them, including 
Mrs. McVinney, are still active in music. While 
she prefers to perform classical music, her brother 
and sister are both singers in bands in Wisconsin 
where Mrs. McVinney grew up. 

Her mom has always sung in choirs and played 
viola for a time in high school. Even her dad, who Mrs. 
McVinney said was not outwardly musically inclined, 
would joke of his uncanny ability to play the radio.

“I love music. It enriches my soul,” she said. 
“I’m emotionally connected to music. My creative 
side comes out when I’m performing.”

She started playing the summer after fifth grade 
and hasn’t stopped. Whether it was at church, at 
school or in a band, she was always right in the 
middle of the action.

OUTSIDE OF WORK, JEI’S 
DIANE MCVINNEY FINDS JOY IN MUSIC

‘IT ENRICHES MY SOUL’
BY LEE HOGAN

FEATURE
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“I love being a part of a group,” said Mrs. 
McVinney. “There’s something special about 
making music with other people and being on 
stage in the middle of it.”

That love for music followed her throughout 
college and graduate school. Music even introduced 
her to the love of her life, 
her husband, Barry.

Playing at a chamber 
music festival in Round 
Top, Texas, she met a few 
professors from the music 
program at the University 
of Texas at Austin where 
she would soon go for 
graduate school. Barry 
was there in a doctoral 
program for flute.

“Somehow, before I got 
there, those teachers told 
Barry about me and that 
I was coming to Austin,” 
said Mrs. McVinney. 
“Within the first week, we 
got together for lunch.”

The couple have been 
married for 25 years and 
the music hasn’t stopped. 

“We play duets around 
the house, we play at 
church, we’ve done concert 
series and art gallery 
exhibits, and we played 
at Phantom of the Opera at the Robinson Center 
this year,” she said. “I’m fortunate to have met my 
husband and be able to do these things with him.”

Among other things, Barry is chair of 
Performing Arts and teaches music classes at the 
University of Arkansas Pulaski Technical College, 
and performs in the pit orchestra for musicals at 
the Arkansas Repertory Theatre.

Diane McVinney has been a member of the 
Arkansas Symphony Orchestra (ASO) for 23 
seasons. A typical season includes six classical 
concerts and four pops concerts, as well as 
children’s concerts, chamber music concerts, 
visits to other Arkansas cities, and a number 

of the Intimate 
Neighborhood 
Concerts. In addition, 
she performs with 
the Etesian Winds, 
a woodwind quintet 
made up of ASO 
members.

“The ASO has been 
like a second family 
to me,” she said. 
“Collaborating and 
playing with others has 
been a joy. I’ve found 
lifelong friends in the 
group.”

It was her ASO 
family that led 
her to JEI in 2006. 
Working at a private 
ophthalmology 
practice in Little Rock, 
McVinney was looking 
for a change of scenery, 
but still enjoyed 
working in coding and 
ophthalmology. Two of 

her orchestra friends encouraged her to look for 
work at UAMS, and she was fortunate to find an 
opening at JEI. Ten years later, she still loves her 
work here.

“We all work together toward a common goal 
of helping our patients,” she said. “That’s why 
JEI is such a success and such a wonderful place 
to work.”

“Collaborating and playing with others has been a joy.  
I’ve found lifelong friends in the group.”

DIANE MCVINNEY

Diane McVinney, coding manager at JEI who has played 
music since elementary school, says “my creative side 

comes out when I’m performing.”
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Mrs. Walker was one half of one of the most adored 
and well-known philanthropic couples in Arkansas. The 

other half being her husband Willard, an early store manager at 
Walmart who would later become a company executive. Mrs. 
Walker died Sept. 2, 2016. She was preceded by Mr. Walker who 
died in 2003. 

Throughout their lives, the couple gave more than $100 million 
to causes and organizations they supported across the region 
through their organization, the Willard and Pat Walker Charitable 
Foundation. UAMS was one of several benefactors, receiving more 
than $45 million over the years.

“Pat and Willard Walker were one of the most loving and 
generous couples the state of Arkansas has ever known,” said Dr. 
Shock. “UAMS has benefited substantially from their generosity.”

P Dr. Shock came to be close 
friends with Mrs. Walker who 
lived only a mile away from 
Bernice Jones in northwest 
Arkansas. Through visits to see 
Mrs. Jones, the namesake of the 
UAMS Harvey & Bernice Jones 
Eye Institute, Dr. Shock came to 
know Mrs. Walker. 

Dr. Shock and his wife, 
Nancy, would travel many times 
to visit Mrs. Jones and Mrs. 
Walker. Sometimes it was for 
dinner at local spots like the 

AT WALKER DEVOTED HER LIFE TO HELPING OTHERS, BUT 

JOHN P. SHOCK, M.D., FOUNDING DIRECTOR OF THE UAMS 

HARVEY & BERNICE JONES EYE INSTITUTE, SAID SHE NEVER 

SOUGHT THE LIMELIGHT IN HER GOOD WORKS, ONLY THE JOY 

SHE REAPED FROM LENDING A HAND.

From  left: Pat Walker with the construction of the Pat 
Walker Tower in the background; Pat Walker and Bernice 

Jones; Pat and Willard Walker. 



Catfish Hole, other times it was to catch a movie like “My 
Big Fat Greek Wedding.” Through those frequent visits, a 
friendship blossomed. 

“Pat was naturally friendly and accessible almost to a 
fault,” said Dr. Shock. “When she became your friend, it 
was for life. She possessed the marvelous ability to make 
other people feel important, empowered and loved.”

Mrs. Walker would also become a generous supporter 
of JEI. Following Mr. Walker’s death in 2003, she 
made two multi-million dollar donations to support 
the institute. Dr. Shock said Mrs. Walker’s generosity 

and love for others showed through greatly in her extraordinary 
contributions to JEI.

 “It came from her selfless view of herself and a fervent desire to 
share her good fortune with others,” Dr. Shock said.

In 2003, Mrs. Walker, who was a lifetime member of the JEI 
Advisory Board, gave $6 million to JEI to establish the Pat and Willard 
Walker Eye Research Center in place of the former Arkansas Center 
for Eye Research.

I. Dodd Wilson, M.D., Pat Walker and John P. Shock, M.D., at the 
Pat Walker Tower Dedication in April 2006. 

John P. Shock, M.D., said Pat Walker 
never wavered after she committed 

to a cause.



The center boasts more than 10,000 square feet of research space 
where scientists work on vision research in areas of pathology, 
neuroscience and cell biology, genetics and molecular biology, 
pharmacology, and immunology and infectious disease.

“Her donation allowed and continues to enable JEI to provide 
vision research of the highest quality for Arkansas,” said Dr. Shock. 
“We’ve been able to improve our understanding, diagnosis and 
treatment of a variety of eye diseases because of Pat’s generous gift.”

In 2006, Mrs. Walker contributed $15 million for a five-story, 
56,000-square-foot addition to JEI. The Pat Walker Tower added 
enormous space and offerings to JEI, including two outpatient 
surgery suites, 20 exam rooms and five procedure rooms, expanded 
space in the Arkansas Lions Eye Bank & Laboratory, and added 
space for education and research.

In 2008, the Pat Walker Chair in Ophthalmology was established 
through contributions from the Walker Charitable Foundation to 
support an ophthalmologist or a basic scientist to reduce vision 
loss through research, education and patient care. Christopher T. 

Westfall, M.D., JEI director 
and chairman of the College 
of Medicine’s Department of 
Ophthalmology, holds the chair.

Mrs. Walker gave $1 million 
to JEI in 2011 in support of the 
Leland and Betty Tollett Retinal 
and Ocular Genetics Center.

“Once Pat was committed 
to something, she never 
wavered,” said Dr. Shock. 
“She truly believed she was 
put on this earth to serve 
others, be it family, friends or 
institutions. Her generosity 
and commitment continues to 
impact lives through medical 
advancements.”

Pat Walker and John P. Shock, M.D. Miles and Carrie Eggart, Pat Walker and Cheryl Rogers

“Pat was naturally friendly and accessible almost to a fault. When 
she became your friend, it was for life. She possessed the marvelous 
ability to make other people feel important, empowered and loved.”

JOHN P. SHOCK, M.D.
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“I told him, ‘It can’t be any worse than it already 
is,’” said Mr. Hughes. “‘Let’s go for it.’”

On that August afternoon, Dr. Warner 
successfully removed Mr. Hughes’ cataract in what 
he called “an uncomplicated surgery.”

Months after the procedure, he returned to see 
Katie Brown, O.D., an optometric physician at JEI, to 
be fitted for a special contact lens.

“It’s essentially a prosthetic cornea,” said Dr. 
Brown. “It’s large in diameter and fits over the entire 
eye. It’s filled with fluid that fills in the low and high 
spots of the cornea.”

Dr. Brown said these lenses are commonly used 
for patients with corneal scars and grafts, as well as 
RK patients, to improve their vision.

“Any situation that is less than ideal, from a 
refractive standpoint, Dr. Brown can make more 
ideal,” said Dr. Warner. “She’s invaluable to us 
because of her expertise in fitting specialty contact 
lenses, which many patients like Ron require.”

Following his fitting, Mr. Hughes was seeing 20/20 
in both eyes.

“It’s been life-changing,” said Mr. Hughes. “I am 
forever indebted to these two fine people for their 
knowledge, kindness and expertise.”

Dr. Warner said he and Dr. Brown expect no 
changes in Mr. Hughes’ results.

“It’s always gratifying to help people regain their 
vision, but especially in cases like Ron’s where there’s 
a large element of unpredictability and the patient so 
desperately wants to see again,” said Dr. Warner. “In 
a way, it’s like giving them their life back.”

y the time Ron Hughes came to the 
UAMS Harvey & Bernice Jones Eye 
Institute, he described his vision in his 
right eye as non-existent.

Mr. Hughes had a corrective 
procedure known as radial keratotomy, or RK, 
performed on both his eyes in the early 1990s. 
The surgical technique, which was popular before 
advancements in laser surgery, involves a series of 
guided incisions to the cornea, at near full thickness, 
to correct nearsightedness. 

“It worked wonderfully for about 12 years,” said 
Mr. Hughes. 

Unfortunately, like many other RK patients, 
he developed vision problems as a result of the 
procedure, including blurred vision and night 
blindness. 

To make matters worse, he developed cataracts in 
both his eyes. Because of the incisions made to the 
cornea during an RK procedure, correcting cataracts 
is more difficult for operating physicians.

Mr. Hughes, of Russellville, was referred to a 
world-renowned ophthalmologist in Texas after a 
local ophthalmologist refused to operate on either 
of his eyes. In Texas, Mr. Hughes had the cataract 
removed from his left eye in 2014, but the physician 
refused to operate on his right eye because of the 
issues caused by his previous RK procedure.

“By this time, my right eye was virtually useless,” 
he said. “I could not recognize my own family.”

That brought Mr. Hughes, 70, to UAMS and 
David Warner, M.D., director of JEI’s cornea service 
and an associate professor in the UAMS College of 
Medicine’s Department of Ophthalmology.

Dr. Warner said he sees several patients a year at 
JEI who have had an RK procedure.

“For a lot of people, they’re happy with the 
results of the surgery for many years,” said Dr. 
Warner. “Unfortunately, a significant number 
of them eventually have issues with their vision, 
including with refraction, blurred vision and 
irregular stigmatism. Another result is any 
subsequent cataract procedure requires special 
calculations to be successful.”

After conducting a day’s worth of tests to 
formulate those special calculations, Dr. Warner said 
he wasn’t confident the surgery would improve the 
vision in Mr. Hughes’ right eye. Still, Mr. Hughes 
was adamant to try.

B
Ron Hughes says he is “forever indebted” to David Warner, 

M.D., and Katie Brown, D.O.



18                                                                                                                                                                                                HARVEY & BERNICE JONES EYE INSTITUTE

oseph G. Chacko, M.D., director 
of neuro-ophthalmology at the 
UAMS Harvey & Bernice Jones Eye 
Institute, was invested Sept. 26, 2016, 
in the Sally McSpadden Boreham 

Chair in Ophthalmology.
Dr. Chacko has been the director of neuro-

ophthalmology since 2005 and also serves as 
a professor of ophthalmology, neurology and 
neurosurgery in the UAMS College of Medicine.

An endowed chair is the highest academic 
honor a university can bestow on its faculty. A 
chair can honor the memory of a loved one or 
may honor a person’s accomplishments. It is 
supported with donations of $1 million, with 
the chair holder using the interest proceeds for 
research, teaching or service activities.

Presenting Dr. Chacko with the chair 
medallion were UAMS senior vice chancellor for 
academic affairs and provost Stephanie Gardner, 
Pharm.D., Ed.D., and Christopher T. Westfall, 
M.D., director of the Jones Eye Institute.

“Dr. Joseph Chacko’s service and educational 
and humanitarian contributions to this university 

are truly noteworthy,” said Dr. Westfall. “He is 
very deserving of this recognition and we are 
fortunate to have him as a senior member of our 
faculty.”

John P. Shock, M.D., JEI’s founding director 
and chairman emeritus, also praised Dr. Chacko.

“Dr. Chacko has been an outstanding team 
member of the Jones Eye Institute and is highly 
deserving of this prestigious award,” said Dr. 
Shock. “Mrs. Boreham would be extremely proud 
to have an academician of Dr. Chacko’s caliber to 
serve as the chair holder.”

Byron L. Lam, M.D., Dr. Chacko’s mentor and 
a professor at the University of Miami School 
of Medicine’s Bascom Palmer Eye Institute, said 
Dr. Chacko’s passion for teaching would serve 
UAMS well.

“His love of teaching has shown from the 
beginning,” said Dr. Lam. “He’s devoted to 
academics, research and the clinic and his patients.”

Dr. Chacko earned his medical degree from 
the Medical College of Pennsylvania, now 
Drexel University College of Medicine, in 1991. 
He completed a residency in ophthalmology 

FEATURE

JOSEPH CHACKO, M.D., INVESTED IN 
SALLY MCSPADDEN BOREHAM CHAIR 

IN OPHTHALMOLOGY
‘DR. CHACKO IS VERY DESERVING OF 

THIS RECOGNITION’
BY LEE HOGAN
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at the Medical College of Georgia at Augusta 
University in 1995 and a fellowship in neuro-
ophthalmology at Bascom Palmer Eye Institute at 
the University of Miami in 2005. 

Dr. Chacko has more than two decades 
experience as an ophthalmologist and has 
participated in annual surgical mission trips to 
Ghana and Guatemala since 1997 to promote 
better vision worldwide. His research interests 
include diseases of the optic nerve and visual 
pathway including ischemic optic neuropathy, 
giant cell arteritis, and divergence insufficiency. 

Dr. Chacko is board certified by the American 
Board of Ophthalmology since 1996. He is a 
member of the Arkansas Medical Society, Society 
for the History of Medicine and the Health 
Professions, and a Fellow in the North American 
Neuro-Ophthalmology Society.

“I am extremely honored to receive the Sally 
McSpadden Boreham Chair in Ophthalmology,” 
said Dr. Chacko. “Mrs. Boreham’s generosity 
allows the Jones Eye Institute to continue the 
fight against blindness in Arkansas through 
clinical treatment, research and education.

SALLY MCSPADDEN BOREHAM 

was a longtime supporter of the Jones 

Eye Institute until her death in 2007. 

Her generous gift to UAMS, to support 

research, education and patient care 

in ophthalmology, made possible the 

Sally McSpadden Boreham Chair. Mrs. 

Boreham grew up in Los Angeles 

and was a member of the Pi Beta Phi 

Sorority and the First Baptist Church of 

Fort Smith. She had two daughters and 

five grandchildren.

Joseph Chacko, M.D., is congratulated by JEI Director Christopher T. 
Westfall, M.D., after his induction to the Sally McSpadden Boreham 

Chair in Ophthalmology.
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NO PLACE LIKE HOME
ALICIA BAIRD EXCITED TO LEAD OPHTHALMIC 
MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM

BY LEE HOGAN

FEATURE
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fter a few years away from Arkansas, 
Alicia Baird is happy to be back in 
a familiar place: the Natural State 
and the Department of Ophthalmic 
Technologies at UAMS.

Mrs. Baird was named chair of the Department 
of Ophthalmic Technologies in the UAMS College 
of Health Professions and director of the Bachelor 
of Science in Ophthalmic Medical Technology 
degree program. She graduated from the UAMS 
program in 2010.

The Ophthalmic Medical Technology program 
teaches students how to assist an ophthalmologist. 
The baccalaureate program is a collaboration of the 
College of Health Professions and the UAMS Harvey 
& Bernice Jones Eye Institute. It is one of only four 
accredited programs in the country offering the 
highest level of ophthalmic technician training — the 
ophthalmic medical technologist level.  It is the only 
program that offers a Bachelor of Science degree. 

Mrs. Baird comes to UAMS after five years at 
Case Western Reserve University Hospitals and 
Rainbow Babies Children’s Hospital in Cleveland 
as a certified orthoptist, ophthalmic medical 
technologist, and clinical research coordinator. She 
also completed an orthoptic fellowship in 2011 
at the Orthoptic Teaching Program of Tulsa in 
Oklahoma.

“This has always been home to me,” said Mrs. 
Baird. “It was nice to have the opportunity to come 
back and be a part of a program that has had such a 
big impact on my career.”

She replaces Suzanne Hansen, M.Ed., who has 
been synonymous with ophthalmic technology at 
UAMS since the early 2000s. Mrs. Hansen started 
as a clinical coordinator, then became interim 
program director in 2004, and program director in 
2005. In 2009, she was named department chair. 

Mrs. Hansen served in that capacity until 
December 2016 when she and her family relocated 
to Texas. 

“I’m proud of this program and what it has 
achieved,” said Mrs. Hansen, who was a member 
of the program’s second class of students. “I’m 
honored to have been a part of it for 15 years, and 

I certainly intend to continue my support as an 
active alumnus.”

Mrs. Baird said it’s been reassuring to have Mrs. 
Hansen available for advice in her first few months 
in the new role.

“Suzanne kept meticulous records,” said Mrs. 
Baird. “And if I don’t know something, she’s been 
available to answer my questions, so that’s made 
it a lot easier. Also the support of the local alumni 
has been extremely helpful, and continues to be the 
reason that this program is so successful.”  

While she’s still adjusting to her new role in the 
department, Mrs. Baird has her eye on how it can 
advance and grow in the future. That could include 
a master’s level orthoptic fellowship program.

Orthoptists are mid-level providers who work 
in the fields of pediatric ophthalmology, eye 
misalignment disorders and neuro-ophthalmology.

“There are a handful of orthoptic fellowship 
programs in the U.S., but none that operate on a 
master’s track,” said Mrs. Baird.  

Most program graduates work alongside 
ophthalmologists in private practice or academic 
group settings as ophthalmic medical technologists. 
Others have continued their education and become 
optometrists, orthoptists or physician assistants. 

“Because UAMS has an established Bachelor of 
Science program, I think this would be a perfect 
place to start a master’s level fellowship program,” 
she said.

The UAMS program can handle up to eight 
students in each class; however, Mrs. Baird said 
there might be a need for the department to accept 
more students in the future as more ophthalmic 
medical technologists enter the workforce in 
Arkansas and the need for ophthalmic medical 
technologists continues to rise. 

“Our graduates help a clinic focus on patient 
care and satisfaction, which ultimately leads to an 
increase in patient numbers,” said Mrs. Baird. “As 
our program has graduated more and more students, 
clinics that didn’t previously have an OMT have 
noticed the difference in efficiency and the quality 
of care. JEI and UAMS have a huge opportunity to 
continue to be a leader in this field.”

NO PLACE LIKE HOME

BY LEE HOGAN

A
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Christopher Lee, M.D., 
assistant professor in 
the Department of 
Ophthalmology, has 
joined the Harvey 
& Bernice Jones Eye 
Institute as a glaucoma 
specialist.

Dr. Lee was born 
and raised in Texas. 
He graduated from 
Northwestern University 

with a Bachelor of Science in civil engineering. He 
received his medical degree from the University of 
Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio and was 
nominated to the Alpha Omega Alpha honor society. 

He completed an internship in the Department 
of Internal Medicine at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, followed by an ophthalmology 
residency and fellowship, both at the University of 
Texas Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas. 

Dr. Lee’s clinical interests include medical and 
surgical glaucoma, cataracts and comprehensive 
ophthalmology. Research interests have led Dr. Lee 
to projects intersecting retina and glaucoma as they 
pertain to intravitreal injections and glaucoma. 

As a resident, he also worked with the Retina 
Foundation of the Southwest as part of a research 
team to study and develop a handheld mobile device 
to provide home monitoring for patients with diabetic 
macular edema and macular degeneration. 

Dr. Lee’s professional associations include the 
American Academy of Ophthalmology and the 
American Glaucoma Society.

John Chancellor, M.D., 
M.S., came to UAMS 
from the University of 
Massachusetts Medical 
School where he earned 
his medical degree in 
2016. He completed 
his postgraduate year 
of training in internal 
medicine at UAMS in June.

Dr. Chancellor 
graduated suma cum 

laude with his bachelor’s degree in psychology and a 
minor in biology at the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst in 2007. He received the Academic 
Excellence Award as valedictorian of the psychology 
department. 

He earned his master’s in neuroscience at the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst. he received the 
University Scholar Award from the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts and the Scholastic Excellence Award 
from the U.S. Marine Corps. He is a member of Phi 
Beta Kappa and Alpha Omega Alpha.

Dr. Chancellor recently published “Uveitis and 
Immune Activation in the Convalescent Phase of 
Ebola Virus Disease” in Emerging Infectious Diseases. 
His active projects include “Tetanus, Diphtheria, and 
Pertussis Vaccine Associate Uveitis” and “Bilateral 
Vision Loss in Cloacal Exstrophy.”

Dr. Chancellor has been active in the community 
in both Massachusetts and Arkansas. While at the 
University of Massachusetts, he volunteered as a 
patient advocate with the Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center and Berkshire Medical Center. 

He also organized an annual blood pressure 
screening and education event for the military and 
routinely volunteered at the Veterans Inc. food drive 
to provide packaged meals to homeless veterans. Dr. 
Chancellor presented at Joining Forces, an initiative 
between the University of Massachusetts Medical 
School and the National Guard to raise awareness 
about military suicide.

During his intern year, he volunteered at Our 
House in Little Rock.

DEPARTMENT

CHRISTOPHER LEE, M.D.
NEW PROVIDER

JOHN CHANCELLOR, M.D., M.S.
NEW RESIDENT
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Riley Sanders, M.D., 
comes to UAMS from 
Mercer University 
where he earned his 
medical degree in 2016. 
He completed his post-
graduate year of train-
ing at UAMS in June. 

Dr. Sanders gradu-
ated magna cum laude 
with his bachelor’s 
degree at Valdosta State 

University. There, he received the Hope Scholarship 
and Perry Hospital’s pre-health scholarship. He pre-
viously worked as an ophthalmic technician and is 
a member of Alpha Omega Alpha.

Dr. Sanders began medical school at Ross Uni-
versity in Dominica before transferring to Mercer 
University where he completed his education. 
During medical school, he published several arti-
cles on ophthalmology.

While living in Dominica, Dr. Sanders was 
involved with the Salybia Mission Project, a group 
that provides medical care for the Kalinago tribe, 
the last surviving group of native Caribbean people. 
He led an eye care mission for a permanent clinic 
in a remote region of Kenya in 2013. 

Dr. Sanders cofounded and served as president 
of the Macon chapter of Health Students Taking 
Action Together (H-STAT), a student-run nonprof-
it organization that does community service and 
patient advocacy. 

Kyle Kirkland, D.O., 
comes to UAMS after 
graduating medical 
school with honors at the 
University of North Tex-
as Health Science Center 
in Fort Worth, Texas, 
in 2016 and completing 
his postgraduate year of 
training at John Peter 
Smith Health Network in 
Fort Worth in June.

Dr. Kirkland graduated cum laude with his bache-
lor’s in biology and minor in chemistry at Baylor Uni-
versity in 2011. During his undergraduate studies and 
medical school, he received numerous scholarships, 
including the Provost Merit Scholarship, A.E Brooks 
Scholarship and the Elliott Glendene Scholarship. 

During medical school, Dr. Kirkland completed a 
research fellowship where he participated in glaucoma 
and Alzheimer’s research. One of his manuscripts was 
published in JAMA Ophthalmology in 2016. 

Dr. Kirkland found his love for ophthalmology 
early in life, spending much of his formative years 
on medical mission trips to Acuña, Mexico, to help 
the underserved receive eye exams and cataract 
surgery. He served alongside his late father, Dr. 
Cleveland Kirkland. 

In medical school, Dr. Kirkland continued to serve 
on medical mission trips in Cajamarca, Peru. He also 
volunteered as an elementary student mentor, as a vol-
unteer at Mission Arlington Primary Care Clinic and 
as a member of Cowtown Marathon Medical Team.

KYLE KIRKLAND, D.O.
NEW RESIDENT

RILEY SANDERS, M.D.
NEW RESIDENT
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Employment of medical technicians in fields such as ophthalmology ranks third on 
the list of the 30 fastest-growing occupations in the United States, according to the 
Joint Commission of Allied Health Personnel in Ophthalmology (JCAHPO).  

The Ophthalmic Medical Technology program at UAMS, offered in collaboration 
with the UAMS College of Health Professions and Harvey & Bernice Jones Eye 
Institute since 2000, is one of only four accredited technologist-level — the highest 
training level — programs in the country. After successful completion of the program, 
graduates receive a Bachelor of Science degree and are eligible to take the three-
part national certification examination to earn the Certified Ophthalmic Medical 
Technologist (COMT) credential from JCAHPO.  

In July, members of the 15th class of the OMT Program – Kenneth Croon Jr. and 
Brayden Crump – graduated and will continue their careers in eye care. Graduates 
of the OMT program continue to be recognized as leaders in the field and are highly 
valued by the clinics that hire them.  

For more information about the program please contact us at (501) 686-5150 or 
visit http://healthprofessions.uams.edu/programs/ophthalmicmedicaltechnology/

2017
OMT PROGRAM UPDATE

DEPARTMENT

OMT class of 2017 members Kenneth Croon Jr. (center) 
and Brayden Crump (far right) pictured with Nicolis 
Russell, Sara Peppard, Kelly To, Krupa Patel and 
Sadrina Shaw.

Kenneth Croon Jr. and Brayden Crump presented Katie 
Craig (center) with the Clinical Faculty of the Year Award.
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Three OMT students were recognized at the annual UAMS 
College of Health Professions scholarship reception. The 
John P. Shock, M.D., Ophthalmic Medical Technology 
Scholarship, was awarded to senior students Kenneth Croon 
Jr. and Brayden Crump. Each student received a scholarship 
of $1,600 toward tuition for their final year in the program. 
Both Kenneth and Brayden graduated in July. Additionally, 
Nicolis Russell, now a senior student, received the UAMS 
College of Health Professions’ Legacy Scholarship. 

In 2010, the John P. Shock, M.D., Ophthalmic Medical 
Technology Scholarship, was established to honor Dr. 
Shock, the founding director of the OMT program. Since 
2012, it has provided financial assistance to a senior student 
in the OMT program. Starting in 2015, there was enough 
funding to award two scholarships. Thanks to the generosity 
and support from faculty, staff and graduates, the fund 
continues to grow.

John P. Shock, M.D.,
OPHTHALMIC MEDICAL 

TECHNOLOGY SCHOLARSHIP

John Shock, M.D. 
    Chairman

Byron Eiseman 
    Vice-Chairman

Rick Adkins

Bryn Wood Bagwell

Pat Blass

Lee Bodenhamer

Richard Butler

John Chambers 

Margaret Clark

Barbara Dale Crafton

Fern Cross

Philip J. Deer III, M.D.

Mandy Dillard

Carrie Eggart

Phyllis Glaze

Greg Hartz

Joan Hearnsberger

Johnelle Hunt

Diane Jonsson

Peter Kumpe

Ann McCoy

Allen McDowell

Angela Moody

Walter Nunnelly

Becky Tucker

Jane McGehee Wilson

Richard Williams

Craig Wood

bernice jones 
   eye instituteadvisory board

harvey

(from left to right) Brayden Crump, Kenneth 
Croon Jr. and Nicolis Russell at the College 
of Health Professions Scholarship Reception 
on Nov. 10, 2016.
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The annual Resident and Alumni Dinner was held at 
the Chenal Country Club. Shawn Nash, M.D., served 
as master of ceremonies honoring Maria Jones, M.D.; 
Shae Widick, M.D.; and Hugh Wright, M.D.; upon 
the completion of their residencies. Dr. Jones joined 
the Veterans Administration Health Care System in 
Billings, Montana, in July. Dr. Widick entered private 
practice at Douglasville Eye Clinic in Douglasville, 
Georgia, in September. Dr. Wright entered private 
practice at The Eye Center of Charleston in 
Charleston, South Carolina, in July.

Other awards announced that evening included 
Resident of the Year to Hugh Wright, M.D., and the 
Academic Achievement Award to Joshua Hardin, M.D. 
The Raymond and Mary Morris Award winner was Alice 
Behrens, M.D.; second place was awarded to Hugh 
Wright, M.D.; and third place to Donald Gauldin, M.D.

Ahmed Sallam, M.D., Ph.D., was named Faculty of the 
Year. Tayyeba Ali, M.D., received the Dean’s Faculty Award. 
The Administrative Award was presented to Shelli Madison. 
Jarod Santoro and Ryan Deroque were presented with the 
John P. Shock, M.D., Medical Student Award.

Resident and Alumni Dinner

xxx

Numerous physicians and re-
searchers from a wide range of 

ophthalmology backgrounds 
gathered June 2 for the 37th 

annual JEI Resident and Alumni 
Day in the Walton Auditorium at 

UAMS. More than 150 faculty, staff, 
alumni and ophthalmologists from 

around the state attended. 

Resident and 
Alumni Day

2017 Department of Ophthalmology

Jake Jones, Steve Jones, Peggy Jones, Maria Jones, M.D., Hugh Wright III, M.D., Kimberly Wright, Hugh Wright II and Bibber Wright
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A. Henry Thomas, M.D., and Marti Thomas

Darlene Widick, David Widick, Shae Widick, M.D., and 
Shana Rose

Deborah Troillett, Diane Johnson, Brenda Hull

Christopher Westfall, M.D., Teresa Westfall, Kimberly 
Harper and Richard Harper, M.D.

Rebecca Rills, Sharon Newton and 
Summar Tackett

Paul Phillips, M.D.. and Joshua Hardin, M.D.
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30ARKANSAS LIONS EYE BANK

Founded in 1986, the Arkansas Lions Eye Bank & Laboratory at the UAMS Harvey & Bernice 
Jones Eye Institute has grown to be one of the premier eye banks in the country.

The eye bank celebrated its 30-year anniversary in 2016. Supported by the Arkansas Lions, the eye 
bank provides, prepares and delivers eye tissue to ophthalmic transplant surgeons throughout the state. 

Support from the Arkansas Lions has allowed the eye bank to purchase eye examination 
equipment, fund research projects and support eye bank personnel as they attend health fairs and 
other related events to enhance community awareness of the need for eye donation.

More than 42,000 people undergo sight-restoring corneal transplants every year in the United States. 
Nevertheless, more than 5,000 people remain on a waiting list at any given time. Every year since 
2012, the eye bank has collected tissue for 400 corneal transplants resulting in more than 300 corneal 
transplants each year. For more information, call 501-686-8388 or email ALEBinfo@uams.edu.

CELEBRATES YEARS AT JEI


